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RESPONSE %p 

Assistant Commissioner of Patents Date: March 1 7, 2003 C^O 
Dear Sir or Madam: u O 

This is a response to the Office Action mailed December 19, 2002. Please amend 
the above-identified application as follows: 
IN THE CLAIMS: 

Please amend the claims as follows: 

Cancel claims 42-44 without prejudice or disclaimer. 
Amend the following claims: 



1 . (Amended) Apparatus for etching a sample, said apparatus comprising: 
(a) a source of etchant gas selected from a noble gas halide and a 



^ halogen halide; ( 



(b) an etching chamber in communication with said source of etchant 

gas; 

(c) a recirculation loop passing through said etching chamber; and 

(d) a pump disposed within said recirculation loop for recirculating etchant 
gas along said recirculation loop. 
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Certificate of Mailing under 37 CFR 1.8 



I hereby certify that this correspondence is being deposited with the United States 
Postal Service with sufficient postage as first class mail in an envelope addressed to: 



Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, D.C. 20231 
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March 17, 2003 
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Linda A. Bolton 



Typed or printed name of person of signing Certificate 
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each submitted paper. 
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